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The Assembly at a Glance 


Continued from last week. 

ROGRAM OF PROGRESS for $7,250,000 endorsed. . . For- 

eign missions effort to lead-off with $4,000,000 drive . . Plan 

of Reunion submitted to presbyteries for study and com- 
ment without dissenting vote. . . . Federal Council issue to 
get straw vote in presbyteries. . . . Church property amend- 
ment accompanies Plan of Reunion for study. . . . Mon- 
treat ad interim committee appointed. . . . $40,000 annually 
for five years put in budget for new hotel, $20,000 campaign 
authorized now. . . . Thorough study of all Assembly agen- 
cies with view to possible improvements in organization, ad- 
ministration, correlation to be made by ad interim committee 
and employed national organization. . . . Men’s convention 
for 1949 approved. . . . Public funds for parochial schools 
opposed. . . . Seek to raise minimum salary basis for min- 
isters. . . . Great advance in radio is encouraged. . . . Field 
director for Minister and His Work is disapproved. . . . 1948 


Assembly to meet in Atlanta May 27. 























Letters to the Editors 





Kansas City Minister Appeals for Unity 





Church Is Not Like a 


Real Estate Business 
To the (Editors: 

Some of the brethren are talking and 
writing about the consecrated men of the 
USA Church as though they were wolves 
in sheep’s clothing waiting around to 
snatch us up and then really to go to 
work on us. But for what evil purpose 
no one’seems to know! 

We need to get this matter straight. 
When the merger of the US and USA Pres- 
byterian bodies is consummated we will be 
just one body with a common organiza- 
tion, common institutions, common inter- 
ests, and common objectives. What is all 
this talk about four to one? Who is go- 
ing to vote against who for what? Let’s 
get down to facts and stop shaking a lot 
of fake skeletons! 

The men of the USA Church are our 
brethren and should not be so maliciously 
slandered. A difference of opinion does 
not warrant such vicious thought. No 
one would dare censor the work of the 
USA Church and brethren lest he be guilty 
of sinning against the Holy Spirit. Dare 
we despise the Church of God? Away 
with this Phariseeism. This is the 
Brotherhood. God have mercy upon those 
who make such malignant misrepresen- 
tations against it. 

Our Common Head has already made 

us one. How then could we in organic 
union be four against one? Dare we 
make light of the unity of the Body of 
Christ. “In spite of controversies and 
jealousies we have a common faith to 
maintain, a common gospel to preach, . 
We ure one in the eternal electing love 
of God!—one in the purchase of Christ’s 
sacrificial blood!—one in the beautifying 
indwelling of the Holy Ghost!—one in the 
eternal inheritance of glory’—(A. A. 
Hodge). 

Seribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! First 
cast the beam out of thine own eye. For 
are there not jealousies vying for power, 
politicing, and jockeying for places of 


authority. “Who then is Paul, and who 
is Apollos? . . We are laborers together 
with God. That there be no schism 


in the body . . And yet show I unto you 
a more excellent way.” 

Brethren, let us love one another. Let 
us come together who have so many 
common ties of heritage, doctrine and 
government, who are called by the same 
name, and who have one hope of our 
calling. Away with all thought of self 
and personal gain. Would any of us sac- 
rifice our birthright as members of the 
Presbyterian family for a mess of pot- 
tage. The Church of Christ is not to be 
run like a real estate business. 

We dishonor the Church of God hy our 
disaffection and divisions. We dishonor 
the Prince of Peace who would love the 
Japanese and Germans in war and can- 
not love our fellow-American Presbyte- 
rians in eighty-two years of peace. How- 
ever men may phrase it, the division is 
still sectional, and to our shame a last- 
ing symbol of horrible fratricide. If we 
face it honestly and in humility, we will 
effect the reconciliation within the great 
Presbyterian family and efface the open 
wound of civil strife. 

Brethren, let us unite. He is our peace, 
who hath made both ONE . . making in 
Himself of twain ONE new man, so mak- 
ing peace. 

Not four to one, but ONE. 

HOWARD H. GORDON. 

Kansas City, Mo. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 
Va., under the act of March 3, 1879. 


Start a Revival 


To the Editors: 

I would like to make a suggestion that 
may seem odd, but considering the world 
situation, I believe it is timely. 

I do not know how to spread the idea, 
but if you think it good, perhaps you 
can reach the ministers of the world and 
secure their cooperation. We are fast 
reaching the time when we are ignoring 
the actual teaching of the Bible. My idea 
is that simultaneously on an agreed date, 
every minister, both in the pulpit and on 
the radio, should preach on this subject: 
“They Discovered a Book,” with the text 
from Deuteronomy on the Lord’s com- 
mand to teach the children constantly and 
the lesson to be Hilkiah’s discovery of 
the scriptures (II Kings). Each minister 
would write his own sermon and develop 
it as the Spirit moved him. It could 
start a revival. 

GLADYS LEAGUE (Mrs. T. J.) ADAMS. 
Chilton, Texas. 


Kind Words 


To the Editors: 
ae I am still a strong promoter of 
THE OUTLOOK—the best and most help- 
ful and most constructive church paper 
I have ever known. ... 
HAROLD G. WISE. 
Longview, Texas. 


Sectarian Appropriations 


To the Editors: 

As chairman of the national committee 
of the League Opposed to Sectarian Ap- 
propriations, an organization whose mem- 
bership exceeds eight million citizens, and 
whose proposed constitutional amendment 
to prohibit all sectarian appropriations 
has been unanimously endorsed by other 
organizations whose total membership is 
more than twenty millions, I emphatically 
protest against the inclusion in the Fed- 
eral Education Bill of any clause or pro- 
vision authorizing or permitting the use 
for the benefit of sectarian schools of any 
money appropriated by this bill. 

The appropriation of public money for 
sectarian schools, whether by Federal, 
State or municipal governments, is a clear 
violation of the great basic American 
principle of the cumplete separation of 
Chureh and State. This is equally true 
whether the schools in question are aided 
by direct payment of public money or by 
the furnishing of free transportation, free 
text-books, or free supplies of any nature 
for their pupils. Any attempts to secure 
such grants or aid should be decisively 
defeated. 

FRANK J. BATCHELLER. 
Cambridge, Mass. 


What’s All This About? 
To the Editors: 

The May Christian Herald states that 
the chain “hanky letters” are strictly 
against the law, and that a person send- 
ing them is liable to a $1,000 fine or im- 
prisonment, or both. Some of our minis- 
ters’ wives and others should be informed 
of this, as T imagine most “Hanky Club” 
members do not know it. 

I am wholeheartedly in favor of fun 
and fellowship, but I see the source of 
neither in the Hanky Club. To me a 
newsy letter written to one or five of my 
friends and received from them would be 


re-entered as second class matter, June 15, 


- after them. 


more fellowship than a form letter and 
a handkerchief. If I am by some chance 
up on correspondence a visit with a min- 
ister’s wife whom I do not know very 
well or at all would be enjoyable. I be- 
lieve in making few friends, but why 
make them if I will not be able to keep 
up with them. First let me get re-ac- 
quainted with the many wonderful ones 
I already have. 

Time for “fun and fellowship” is limited. 
I'm for chosing those things which really 
are that. 

(Mrs. C.M.) KATHERINE M. BASSETT. 
Port Arthur, Texas. 


Aptly Named 


To the Editors: 


THE OUTLOOK is aptly named. 
It surveys the world in this tremendous 
crisis from the viewpoint of those who 
believe the gospel of Christ. No secular 
paper gives wider news; none presents the 
Christian’s terrific responsibility of NOW 
so keenly, so truly. Though you do not 
answer all questions, you face them and 
put the question mark as well as period 
If only the Christian Church 
will rise up in cleansed humility to ac- 
cept her great responsibility! 

ROSA NAOMI SCOTT. 

Knoxville, Tenn. 


Agreement 
To the |Editors: 

‘ I continue to enjoy your paper 
and I am heartily in agreement with your 
editorial policy. 

LESLIE BULLOCK. 
Houston, Texas. 
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Assembly Gets 5- Year Program of Progress Underway 


Many Matters Are Referred to 
Presbyteries and Committees 


for Study or Action 


Actions of the opening days of the 
Jeneral Assembly were reported here 
last week, telling of the election of 
President John R, Cunningham of 
Davidson College as moderator and 
other important items up to Saturday 
afternoon, This week the report begins 
at that point—-EDITORS. 


SATURDAY AFTERNOON 


First of the standing committee re- 
ports to be presented to the General As- 
sembly was that on Bills and Over- 
tures. Franklin C. Talmage, of De- 
catur, Ga., presented the report in place 
of the retiring moderator, J. B. Green. 
The Assembly adopted an amendment 
to the Book of Church Order, para- 
graph 156, as requested by Mecklenburg 
Presbytery, providing that elders and 
deacons, on the rotary plan, be divided 
into not less than three classes and that 
they be elected at regular intervals 
stipulated by the congregation. As to 
an inquiry from New Orleans, it ruled 
that a ministerial candidate must pre- 
sent a thesis in systematic theology. 
It declined to rule the use of the 
term ‘“‘reverend’”’ in official records as 
urged by Greenbrier Presbytery. Though 
it was not stated, this was presumably. 
because the Assembly has never ruled 
either way about it—to use it or not 
to use it. Matters referring to the 
election of trustees and the incorpora- 
tion of a church were re-referred to 
the Assembly’s permanent judicial com- 
mittee. 


Bible, Cause, changed by the Assem- 
bly to be known henceforth as the Com- 
mittee on American Bible Society, was 
reported by J. H. M. Boyce, a Negro 
minister of Houston, Texas. (See elec- 
tions, page 4 for committeemen named.) 


Woman’s Work Report 


W. Ted Jones, Ocala, Fla., presented 
the Woman’s Work report, calling at- 
tention to an expanding program of 
Service in all fields. At the conclusion 
of the report the Assembly stood in 
tribute and was led in prayer by the 
moderator, Dr. Cunningham, for the 
early and complete restoration to health 
of Miss Janie McGaughey, who was 





Assembly News 

Practically all the space in this 
issue is devoted to the transactions 
of the 87th General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church, US, which met 
at Montreat, N. C., May 29-June 3. 
Other items, because of this pressure 
upon our columns, are held over until 
next week, At that time there will 
also be editorial comments on and 
interpretations of the actions of the 
Assembly.—EDITORS. 











severely injured in a recent automobile 
(See also elections. ) 


The Assembly’s stated clerk, E. C. 
Scott, gave statistical records for the 
year, showing, among other items: 512 
candidates for the ministry (a five year 
high; last year, 443); 404 pastoral in- 
stallations (last year, 346); 52 churches 
organized (last year, 34), 27 dissolved 
(also a five year high); 29 ministers 
received from other denominations, 18 
dismissed to other denominations; 57 
ministers deceased; 20,180 ruling 
elders; 24,121 deacons; additions on 
profession, 23,121; on certificate, 40,127; 
total communicants, 613,701; total Sun- 
day school enrollment, 448,262; out- 
posts or chapels, 668; total gifts, $26,- 
279,089; per capita, benevolences, 
$13.28; current expenses, $29.54; total, 
$42.82. 

Records of the synods were approved 
in a report by Robt. McFerran Crowe, 
Oklahoma City. 

Seminary alumni banquets were dis- 
pensed with this year because of diffi- 
culties in arranging dining facilities; 
some groups, however, held informal 
fellowship meetings. 


wreck. 


SATURDAY EVENING 


Religious education was the Saturday 
evening theme with Harry G. Goody- 
koontz, student work director, speaking, 
and C. Ellis Nelson, director of young 
people’s work, presenting four young 
people to discuss and illustrate the 
present Youth Fellowship program. 
These were: Nancy Parks, Durham, 
N. C.; Ruth Ann Peoples, Knoxville, 
Tenn.; John Miller, Charlotte, N. C., 
and Lamar Williamson, Monticello, 
Ark. 

Prominent in the Assembly attractions 
this year was a part of the Montreat 
Collegé Choir, led by Miss Elizabeth 


Church Union, Federal Council and 
Property Amendment to Be 


Discussed This Year 


Woodhouse and Miss Mary Lord. These 
girls sang well chosen anthems at the 
evening and Sunday meetings and also 
at each worship period in the morn- 
ings. 


SUNDAY MORNING 


Something new for the Assembly was 
arranged at Sunday school time with 
the International lesson taught by R. C. 
Anderson; a group for Sunday school 
superintendents, by Alex R. Batchelor; 
a group of elders on the session’s teach- 
ing responsibility, by S. J. Patterson, 
Jr., and one on visitation evangelism 
by H. H. Thompson. 


At the worship hour, the sermon was 
preached by R. A. Lapsley, Jr., First 
church, Roanoke, Va. According to a 
custom of several years’ standing, the 
retiring moderator, Dr. Green, had re- 
quested Dr. Lapsley, in advance of the 
Assembly’s meeting, to preach the ser- 
mon. His subject was “What God 
Wants His Church to Be,” and from 
four texts he outlined: (1) A beau- 
tiful church; (2) a ministering church; 
(8) an evangelistic and missionary 
church; (4) a redeemed church, and (5) 
a victorious church. 


SUNDAY AFTERNOON 


Tributes were paid by the Assembly, 
at the opening of the afternoon meet- 
ing, to Dr. and Mrs. R. C. Anderson, 
of Montreat. A paper adopted by the 
Montreat directors was read by Homer 
MeMillan, longtime member of the 
board, tracing the growth and develop- 
ment of Montreat across the years under 
Dr. Anderson’s leadership, and ac- 
knowledging with deep appreciation the 
contributions of Dr. and Mrs. Anderson. 
Dr. Anderson acknowledged the tribute 
and expressed his thanks, saying, “Our 
love for the work has been so great, 
our vision has been so clear, the sense 
of a call from above has been so plain 
that the service has seemed but a day. 
Now we are not looking back, but for- 
ward with confidence.” He appealed for 
full support of Dr. McGregor in the 
new undertaking, saying, “The great 
things are before us. We have just be- 
gun, if we are guided aright, and we 
believe we are.” This was the only 
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appearance of Dr. Anderson on the plat- 
form during the meeting of the As- 
sembly. 

The afternoon was one devoted to 
foreign missions, under the direction of 
Frank W. Price, outstanding missionary 
to China. Dr. Price presented Senor 
Falcao, of the Presbyterian Church of 
Brazil, who has been studying at Union 
Seminary in Virginia, who brought 
greetings from his church. Chief 
speaker was Executive Secretary C. 
Darby Fulton, who outlined his recent 
trip to the mission stations in the Orient 
and told particularly of present diffi- 
culties and challenges in China. Now, 
he said, the top limit of missionaries 
in China (on account of inflation and 
the present budget) is 60, whereas there 
were 200 before the war. Missionaries 
experience difficulties because of Com- 
munist opposition, he said. The 
strongest core of resistance against 
Communism, he contended, is the 
Christian leadership of that land. The 
evangelistic task in China is far from 
finished, according to Dr. Fulton. There 
are one million villages in China. 


There is Christian work in 10,000 of 
them. In 990,000 there is no Christian 
work of any kind. He quoted Chiang 
Kai-shek: “This is the day of all times 
for Christianity to press its claims in 
China.” Said he, ‘‘We have before us 
today a providential day that is beyond 
anything that we have known in mis- 
sions.”’ 


SUNDAY EVENING 


Stewardship Secretary J. G. Patton, 
Jr., challenged the Assembly with the 
possibilities of the Presbyterian Pro- 
gram of Progress, telling of the needs 
in missions, education, evangelism 
Negro work, and the others. The 
$7,250,000 program, he said, would 
mean the addition of only five cents 
per member per week to the benevo- 
lence program of the church. If five 
cents per member per day could be 
added, then all the needs ahead could 
be provided for. 


Following this address, Col. Roy 
LeCraw, of the War Relief effort, pre- 
sented a moving picture, “Seeds of 





Elections and Appointments 


By the 87th General Assembly 





American Bible Society—John A. 
MacLean, M. Ray Doubles, Stuart Rag- 
land, Richmond, Va.; J. L. MacMillan, 
Norfolk; Fred V. Poag, Alexandria, Va. 


Woman's Work—Mrs. T. Smith 
Brewer, Huntington, W. Va.; Miss 
Louise Davidson, Bethesda, Md. Con- 


firmed: election of Miss Janie W. Mc- 
Gaughey as secretary for 3-year term. 

Assembly’s Training School—Trus- 
tees, 1950: Mrs. F. R. Crawford, Homer 
MeMillan, Mrs. C. M. Norfleet, H. Kerr 
Taylor, E. D. Witherspoon, H. H. Wood. 
Three-year terms for: Henry Wade Du- 
Bose, president, Jos. M. Gettys, Rachel 
Henderlite, Rachel Wylie, professors. 

Judicial Committee—J. Rupert Mc- 
Gregor, Judge Julian Alexander, W. A. 
Gamble. 

World Alliance Meeting in Geneva— 
Principals: James I. McCord, J. N. 
Thomas, George Vick, W. T. McElroy, 
J. R. McGregor, R. H. McCaslin, B. F. 
Hall. Alternates: J. M. Richards, W. 
Vv. Gardner, Dr. J. L. Skinner, E. T. 
Thompson, A. S. Johnson, P. D. Miller, 
Charles L. King. 

World Council of Churches, Amster- 
dam—Principals: Homer McMillan, J. 
R. Cunningham, Mrs. C. §S. Harrington. 
Alternates: D. W. Richardson, Charles 
L. King, Dr. J. R. McCain. 

Western Section, Presbyterian Alli- 
ance—Principals: J. E. Cousar, A. §. 
Johnson, D. W. Richardson, George 
Summey, R. W. Miles. Alternates: R. 
T. Liston, H. V. Carson, E. R. Leyburn, 
J. N. Brown, Cary Weisiger, III. 

Federal Council—Executive Commit- 
tee: J. McD. Richards; S. E. Howie, 
alternate. Plenary Body: J. McD. 
Richards, S. E. Howie, D. L. Stitt, D. 
C, MacGuire, Dr. J. R. McCain, Miss 
Janie W. McGaughey. Alternates: John 
H, Leith, Julian Lake, M. Ray Doubles, 
A. L. Currie, Dr. H. E. Buchanan, Mrs. 
Alexander Maitland. 

Christian Education and Ministerial 
Relief—Dr. A. J. Alexander. Alton H. 
Glasure, Frederick A. Wallis, John O. 
Carter, Jr., (1950); George H. Vick 


(replacing E. B. McGukin, resigned) 

Stewardship—George H. Vick, M. O. 
Sommers, Hulon W. Black, George 
Hoyt, Thomas K. Young, J. L. Fowle. 
J. G. Patton, secretary, three-year term, 

Home Missions—W,. V. Gardner, J. 
L. Fowle, W. H. McCorkle, Mrs. Geo. F. 
Montgomery (1950); John W. Melton 
(1948); Mrs. W. R. Ulrich (1949); 
N. B. Ethridge (1950). Claude H. 
Pritchard, executive secretary, three- 
year term, 

Foreign Missions—W. A. Alexander, 
Mrs. W. W. Draper, T. H. Mitchell, 
Alfred T. Adams, Marion A. Boggs, 
Samuel F. Bissett (1950). C. Darby 
Fulton, executive secretary, and H. Kerr 
Taylor, educational secretary for three- 
year terms. 

Mission Court—-Mrs. G. V. Patterson, 
Mrs, Geo, V. Avinger, Mrs. H. W. Du- 
Bose. 

Religious Education and Publication 
—wW. T. Thompson, J. Rupert McGregor, 
Mrs. R. F. Dunlap, W. Herbert Slaughter 
(1950). 

Trustees of the Assembly—R. Mc- 
Farran Crowe, Geo. M. Rose, D. L. Me- 
Laurin, Chas. E. Diehl, C: T. Caldwell, 
W. Payne Brown, F. L. Jackson, Neel 
z Pharr, C. Grattan Price, A. R. Shaw, 
r, 

War Relief—Jas. A. Jones, C. Grier 
Davis, Curry B. Hearn, J. R. McCain, 
Calvin §s. Hays. 

Sabbath—W. K. Beatty to the perma- 
nent committee and §. C. Byrd to the 
board of managers of the Lord’s Day 
Alliance. 

Evangelism—F rank C, Brown. 

Radio—A. V. Gibson. 

Christian Relations—Stuart R. Ogles- 
by, John S. Land, Louie Logan, George 
H. Wright. 

Mountain Retreat—cC. Grier 
and trustees from the synods. 

Historical Foundation—W. H. Barn- 
hardt, Thos. P. Johnston, Mrs. W. T. 
Fowler, Chas. D. Parker. 


Negro Work—Alex R. Batchelor, di- 
rector, 


Davis 
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Destiny,” showing distressing conditions 
in Europe. 


MONDAY MORNING 


Monday’s sessions were opened with 
R. A. Lapsley, Jr., presiding, in the 
absence of the moderator who had re- 
turned to Davidson College for the 
morning to award academic degrees. 
First report was the sixth and final re- 
port of the Defense Service Council, 
presented by the retiri\g director, Dan 
T. Caldwell. M. C. McIver, Jr., student 
worker at the University of Alabama, 
told of present opportunities among 
veterans on campus. The Assembly 
gave a rising vote of thanks to Dr. Cald- 
well for his leadership of the council’s 
work during and after the war years. 
(He becomes director of the program of 
North Carolina’s Presbyterian educa- 
tional institutions on July 1.) 

Former Chaplain MclIver’s resolution 
asking for a separate chaplaincy divi- 
sion in the Veterans’ Administration was 
adopted by the Assembly. 


At this time Dunbar H. Ogden, Sr., 
chairman of the Assembly’s committee 
on cooperation and union, and a com- 
missioner, presented Herman Turner, 
Atlanta pastor of the Presbyterian 
Church, USA, who brought fraternal 
greetings. Dr. Turner called attention 
to the recent election of a layman of 
his church to the moderatorship—wWil- 
bur LaRoe, Jr., a man whom he de- 
scribed as having a passionate evan- 
gelistic purpose; the present $23 mil- 
lion raised by the USA church for re- 
habilitation and relief; the New Life 
Movement, with its new awareness of 
the condition of lost men, its new evan- 
gelistic zeal; the record $17 million be- 
nevolence budget of the USA church; 
the present emphasis On enlisting the 
manpower of the church through the 
newly created national council of Pres- 
byterian men. Dr. Turner also pointed 
to the defeat in USA presbyteries of 
the overture which would have per- 
mitted the ordination of women. 


Resolution on Re-Dedication 


W. S. Roberts, Owensboro, Ky., elder 
and architect, presented a _ resolution 
which the Assembly adopted, which Mr. 
Roberts called ‘“‘A Resolution on Re- 
Dedication.” Said he: “It is time for 
the Presbyterian Church—the Prot- 
estant Church—to face the realities of 
life, to face the facts,’ urging ‘‘the en- 
tire membership of our church . . . to 
apply their intelligence, understanding, 
prayers and activities to seeking the 
true will of God . . .” 

The work of the Historical Founda- 
tion at Montreat was reported by George 
E. White, Bradenton, Fla., with an ad- 
dress by the curator, Thomas H. Spence, 
indicating prospects of the early erec- 
tion of a new building. 

Worship for the morning was led by 
Daniel Iverson, Miami, Fla. 

In the report on theological semi- 
naries by Bernard Mclhany, the follow- 
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ing summaries appeared: Austin Semi- 
nary: 54 regular students; total en- 
rollment, 236. T. Watson Street, Ful- 
ton, Mo., is a newly-elected professor; 
James I. McCord was recently installed 
as professor; gifts for the year, $192,- 
890. 

Columbia Seminary: 66 under- 
graduates; total enrollment, 83; Felix 
B. Gear and Cecil A. Thompson are new 
professors; additions to permanent re- 
sources, $60,000. Louisville Seminary: 
37 undergraduates; total enrollment, 
64; new professors, K. J. Foreman, B. P. 
Murphy (part-time); new resources 
added, $7,934 plus $12,000 in library 
equipment. 

Union Seminary: 103 undergradu- 
ates; total enrollment, 215. James 
Appleby will be inaugurated as director 
of field work and evangelism in Septem- 
ber; new resources added: $163,251. 

J. W. Witherspoon, Beckley, W. Va., 
reported for the standing committee on 
the Assembly’s Training School, urging 
full support of this institution and re- 
emphasizing the need of raising $500,- 
000 for permanent improvements and 
endowment. (See also elections, page 
3.) 

Invitations for the holding of the 
1948 Assembly provided an interesting 
interlude in the succession of reports 
to the meeting. Atlanta’s First church, 
which celebrates its centennial anni- 
versary next year, had put the Assem- 
bly on notice last year that its invi- 
tation would be presented. The pastor, 
Wm. V. Gardner; D. P. Donaldson, an 
elder; Dan I. McIntyre, a deacon, and 
President J. McD. Richards, of Colum- 
bia Seminary, joined in extending the 
invitation. Dr. McGregor re-issued the 
“always welcome” notice for Montreat. 
The Assembly voted unanimously to go 
to Atlanta next May 27. 


The Finance, Budget and Rules re- 
port, having to do with the business 
affairs of the Assembly’s office and work 
of the stated clerk, was present by E. L. 
Repass, Salem, Va., elder. The per 
capita tax on all churches is increased 
from nine to ten cents; provision is 
made for the disposition of a $60,000 
bequest of Mrs. Caroline E. Ford, Lex- 
ington, N. C., for a home for needy 
widows of ministers, to be arranged 
by the trustees of the Assembly and 
other specified trustees; overtures seek- 
ing changes in the statistical reports in 
the Assembly’s minutes were answered 
in the negative. 


Study of Agencies and Committees 


Hugh Bradley, pastor of the Decatur, 
Ga., church, brought an ad interim com- 
mittee report recommending another ad 
interim committee to make a thorough 
Study of all the agencies and to report 
on the advisability of any changes in 
hames, organization and functions. This 
report was superseded the next day by 
the adoption of a recommendation of 
the standing committee on stewardship, 
in response to certain overtures of this 
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year and last. This recommendation 
which the Assembly adopted was con- 
sidered by many to be of unusual im- 
portance and significance. It is, in part, 
as follows: 


“This Assembly record(s) its convic- 
tion that there is now an urgent need 
in our church for a careful and com- 
prehensive study of the many executive, 
administrative, and promotion commit- 
tees and agencies of the Assembly to the 
end that there may be greater economy, 
foresight, and effectiveness in the use 
of money, time, and talents in the plan- 
ning and carrying out of the Assem- 
bly’s work. 

“That, as the next step toward realiz- 
ing this objective, and kindred objec- 
tives contemplated in the several docu- 
ments (overtures received), this Assem- 
bly authorize(s) the moderator to ap- 
point an ad interim committee of nine 
members to perform the following func- 
tions: 

““(1) To study the present executive, 
administrative and promotional agencies 
of the Assembly as to the effectiveness 
of their organization, operation, and 
inter-relations. 

(2) To recommend to a subsequent 
Assembly, if in their judgment such 
changes are desirable, with such _ re- 
naming, re-defining of functions, con- 
solidations, and re-organizations of the 
committees and agencies of the Assem- 
bly as shall be calculated to simplify, 
unify, co-ordinate, and generally make 
more efficient the total work of the Gen- 
eral Assembly in its effort to realize the 
objectives of the Kingdom of God.’’ 


When this was introduced, Elder 
W. E. Price, Charlotte, N. C., intro- 
duced an amendment which the Assem- 
bly adopted, with only a few votes in 
opposition, authorizing the ad interim 
committee to employ an outside organi- 
zation, skilled in this kind of work, to 
conduct the study, and to provide the 
necessary funds, not to exceed $25,000. 
Mr. Price declared that a study and re- 
alignment along these lines would pro- 
mote efficiency and would save the As- 


sembly many times the amount of money 
it would cost. 


MONDAY AFTERNOON 


Opening the afternoon session was a 
special program on War Relief, with 
W. E. Phifer, Nashville, presiding. He 
introduced the chairman of the _ per- 
manent committee, Vernon S. Broyles, 
Atlanta, who directed the program. 
Sugene Daniels, former director of the 
relief work, spoke and he was followed 
by Dr. S. F. H. G. Berkelbach, pro- 
fessor of theology in the University of 
Utrecht, The Netherlands. Dr. Berkel- 
bach also brought greetings from the 
World Alliance of Reformed Churches 
in place of Edgar F. Romig, who had 
been scheduled to do this. The visitor 
told of dire days during the war, the 
suffering of the Dutch church and the 
lessons it had learned, the perils of the 
present time, and the tremendous need 
of help today. The military war has 
ended, he declared, but the spiritual 
war is going on. We need your ma- 
terial aid, but material aid is not 
enough; we must have your spiritual 
support; we must have Christian action. 
In an appeal to implement Christian 
ideals, he said, ‘‘We say that Christ is 
the answer to all questions, and it is 
true, but the church has to give the 
answer in such a way as to make it 
real.” 

Col. LeCraw appealed for the success- 
ful completion of the $600,000 cam- 
paign for this year and a pound a per- 
son in contributed goods and clothing 
throughout the church. 


J. McDowell Richards brought to the 
Assembly the report on Judicial Busi- 
ness, which was adopted unanimously. 
With reference to the litigation of the 
L. Richardson Trust Fund, in response 
to a communication from Dr. Henry 
Louis Smith, the Assembly said it ‘fully 
approves and concurs in the decrees and 
opinions of the civil courts, and again 
registers its satisfaction that these 
courts have thus expressly exonerated 
the members of the Richardson family 





meeting in their General Synod at 
Erskine College, Due West, S. C., re- 
cently elected as their moderator a 
year from now J. Alvin Orr, head of 
the Bible department at Erskine. 
Their moderator who assumed office 
at this meeting and will serve during 
the year is Dean W. W. Boyce, also 
of Erskine. 


The Synod further liberalized the 
use of music in its churches, desig- 
nating the Psalter and the Bible 
Songs hymnal of the United Presby- 
terian Ghurch as the books from 
which music may be selected for ARP 
congregations, 





ARPs Liberalize Use of Music 


Associate Reformed Presbyterians, 


Support for the United Nations was 
encouraged as the Synod adopted a 
report of its morals and public wel- 
fare committee which also said, ‘“‘Our 
aid to foreign countries should be 
limited to their economic and finan- 
cial needs and should not extend to 
their political and military programs. 

The Synod chose Monticello, Ark., 
for the 1948 meeting, condemned 
traffic in alcohol beverages, noted 
“with pleasure’ the promise that 
Myron Taylor will be recalled as the 
President’s personal representative 
to the Vatican, established a visual 
education department, authorized a 
$40,000 campaign for Erskine Col- 
lege. 
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from all charges of fraud, and have 
dismissed ‘every cause of action based 
thereon.’ ”’ The Assembly expressed 
again its thanks to the family for their 
many gifts to the church; it also ex- 
pressed “its full confidence in the in- 
tegrity and motives of (the Asembly’s) 
agencies and commends their devotion 
to duty as stewards of the interests of 
the church,”” again expressing the de- 
sire of the 1946 Assembly ‘‘that 
brotherly love and goodwill may be re- 
established among the parties concerned 
in what one of the judges denominated 
as ‘this unfortunate litigation.’ ” 


Foreign Relations Report 


Dr. Cunningham, the moderator who 
had returned from the commencement 
exercises at Davidson, appealed at this 
time for particular attention On the part 
of commissioners to the usual practices 
of courtesy and charity. It was time 
for the report on Foreign Relations, 
which was presented by A. L. Currie, 
Richmond, Va. First part of this re- 
port dealing with replies to communi- 
cations, and nominations, went swiftly. 
Appropriations were made to the World 
Council of Churches ($1,400) and to 
the Commission of Churches on Inter- 
national Affairs ($1,000). With refer- 
ence to the proposed National Council of 
Churches, the Assembly reaffirmed “its 
desire to cooperate as far as possible 
with the inter-church agencies involved, 
(but did) not feel at this time that the 
way (was) clear for us to approve the 
proposed creation of the National Coun- 
cil.” 

On referring the Plan of Reunion of 
the Presbyterian Churches, US and USA, 
to the presbyteries for study and com- 
only, the committee was unani- 

When the recommendation was 
presented there was an effort on the 
floor of the Assembly to strike out a 
concluding ‘‘without prejudice’ phrase 
which said the Assembly sent down the 


ment 
mous. 
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plan without expressing at this time 
either approval or disaproval. It was 
understood that the addition of this 
phrase within the committee was a com- 
promise step. J. P. McCallie spoke 
favoring retention of the phrase. Dr. 
Ogden urged its deletion, saying it sug- 
gested that the Assembly is suspicious 
of the plan. President Purdum, of 
Davis and Elkins College, moved de- 
letion. Dr. Iverson, of Miami, said the 
average presbytery would not misun- 
derstand the submission of the plan 
without the phrase, but that the laymen 
would; that they would feel, without 
it, that the Assembly was favoring it. 
R. A. Lapsley appealed for its retention. 
He said he was not suspicious of the 
plan, but that he was not sure the men 
on the permanent committee always rep- 
resented their synod’s views on the 
question. 

Former Moderator Charles G. Rose, 
an attorney and a member of the per- 
manent committee on union, said, 
“There are three of us elders on this 
committee and the preachers haven’t run 
over us yet. Shoot all the holes you 


can in the plan, but don’t put that 
question mark at the bottom of it.” 
Judge C. Ellis Ott, Bogalusa, La., ap- 


pealed for its retention. ‘‘What is the 
objection to it? Doesn’t it express the 
truth?’’ The question was called and 
the motion carried, without recorded 
division of the votes, retaining the 
phrase. Then, with the incorporation of 
the ‘‘without prejudice’’ provision, the 
Assembly voted, without dissent, to send 
the plan to the presbyteries. 


Federal Council Debate 


There was a majority report and a 
minority report on the issue of the Fed- 
eral Council of Churches. This issue 
was more than a little confused before 
the Assembly because the issue of the 
council itself was never definitely be- 
fore the body. One member of the 





Sterling, Kansas. 
Fulton, president of the S, A. Fulton 
Co.. West Allis, Wisconsin, was 
elected Moderator of the General As- 
sembly of the United Presbyterian 
Cherch at its annual meeting here. 

Fulton is a member of the denomi- 
nation’s Board of Administration 
and chairman of the special gifts 
committee of the World-Wide Chris- 
tian Advance, forward movement of 
the Church. 

Dr. J. Reade McCrory of Chartiers 
Presbytery, Penna., was elected vice- 
moderator. 

Addressing the meeting, Fulton 
said the absence of labor trouble in 





United Presbyterians Choose 
Industrialist 


(RNS)—S. A.. 


his plant is ‘‘due to the fact that the 
Bible has a prominent place at the 
bargaining table.”’ 


The Fulton Co., which is organized 
by the C. I. O., he said, has not had 
a single strike, or serious labor 
trouble of any kind. 


When the union organized the 
plant, Fulton related, he called in the 
union officials and said, ‘‘If we are 
going to have the C, I. O. here, let’s 
make it the best C. I. O. in America.”’ 
He then placed a Bible on the bar- 
gaining table and said ‘‘that will be 
our guide. If we each stick by it 
neither of us will go wrong.” 
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minority group told the Assembly of 
his efforts to have the Assembly with- 
draw from the council, then to submit 
the question to the presbyteries, then 
to effect a compromise which provided 
for an ad interim committee to inves- 
tigate charges against the council, as 
the majority proposed, but to add to this 
the recommendation of submission of 
the question to the presbyteries after 
the committee’s investigation. This the 
majority agreed to with a view to unit- 
ing the committee on one report to the 
Assembly. However, after the commit- 
tee had completed its work and ad- 
journed its meetings, Dr. McCallie, of 
the majority, told the Assembly he had 
notified the chairman of his intention 
to become a part of a minority report 
which became evident on the part of an- 
other of the minority as the committee 
closed its meetings. Therefore, the 
idea of submission of the question to 
the presbyteries was in both reports 
as it came to the Assembly, one seeking 
submission now (the minority), and the 
other asking for an investigating com- 
mittee and submission a year from now. 
The propriety of submitting the question 
to the presbyteries was not debated since 
it was in both reports. Chief question 
revolved around whether to submit the 
question for advice (the presbyteries 
do not decide the issue) now or later. 
A number of individuals who have been 
working ardently in opposition to the 
Federal Council, circularizing the com- 
missioners to the Assembly and in other 
ways, converged on Montreat for this 
occasion. 

Chalmers W. Alexander, Jackson, 
Miss., lawyer, led the minority commit- 
tee, charging, in the introduction of the 
report, that the Federal Council favors 
“permanent FEPC legislation, a non- 
segregated church and a non-segregated 
society, increase of minimum wage 
rates, full employment guaranteed by 
the government, labor’s right to strike 
and that acknowledge of this right has 


benefitted both labor and the public, 
special planning and control of the 
credit and monetary systems and the 


economic processes for the common 
good, pacifism.’’ Deliverances of spokes- 
men of the Council, the paper said, ‘‘are 
at variance with the doctrinal stand- 
ards of our church.” Because of the 
number of overtures seeking withdrawal 
of the church from the council, and be- 
cause a statement of the 1943 Assem- 
bly suggested reference to the presby- 
teries, the minority report asked im- 
mediate submission of the question to 
the presbyteries. Mr. Alexander said 
with reference to matters specified in 
his paper, “In speaking thus, the Fed- 
eral Council spoke for its member de- 
nominations, and, therefore, spoke for 
us . . . but the Southern Presbyterian 


Church has never spoken about these 
things.’”” He opposed the committee as 
proposed because, he said, elders and 


ministers can get the facts themselves. 
John M. Ward, of the staff of the 
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WILBUR LAROE, JR. 


Separation does not make sense. 
(See telegram, right, below) 


State Chamber of Commerce of Ala- 
bama, Montgomery, told of his close 
contact with business and industrial 
leaders in many sections. “I know 
scmething of the laymen and their mind. 
The laymen are questioning our partici- 
pation in the Federal Council. They 
think they know something about eco- 
nomic relations, labor relations, meeting 
payrolls, etc., although they may not 
know much about theology. . . . Iam 
not concerned about the correctness or 
incorrectness of the charges, but many 
men believe the Federal Council is using 
our church to undermine our capitalistic 
system . . . our social structure in 
the South. An ad interim committee 
will not solve this problem. It will 
merely put it off for another year. We 
can get the information. What we need 
is a grassroots expression from our 
church. The one sure way to get the 
views of the rank and file is to submit 
it to the presbyteries. The fair way and 
the Presbyterian way is to submit it 
now.”’ There was vigorous applause. 


Dr. Alexander Speaks 


John M. Alexander, one representa- 
tive of the church on the FC executive 
committee, said, ‘‘Never before has such 
a barrage of ‘information’ been sent to 
the commissioners. They have had one 
side of this question. How does 
the FC speak? It speaks according to 
the principles of the Scriptures. ‘ 
We protested vigorously the FEPC 
stand of some inside the council. There, 
working inside the FC, we got a dec- 
laration adopted which puts the FC on 
record as “not necessarily endorsing any 
specific bill . . .” 

M. K. Compher, Kingsport, Tenn., 
urged submission to the presbyteries. 
This, he said, would not be a mistake, 
for ‘‘I don’t believe we ever made a mis- 
take when we submit matters which 
cause unrest to the presbyteries. e 
Surely we wouldn’t be afraid to send 
this down.” 

Dr. McCallie related, as indicated be- 
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fore, some of the procedure within the 
committee. Then he said, ‘‘We are con- 
suming time. We must submit 
this question. The only voice the FC 
understands is the voice of a church 
getting out. . . L see a definite feeling 
on the part of laymen that our minis- 
ters are leading us down the river. 

. Many of them will not put another 
penny into the causes of our church 
until they have the assurance about our 
relationship to this organization.’’ He 
cited money gifts which, he said, were 
being lost because of this. It will be 
difficult, he said, to raise the $7,000,000 
to be sought in the proposed program 
of progress. 

Just then a commissioner rose to re- 
quest more ventilation in the audi- 
torium. 

H. E. Russell, Montgomery, Ala., 
minister, told of his personal opposition 
in his church and presbytery to with- 
drawing from the council. He said he 
still favored taking no action that would 
withdraw the church from the council, 
but, he said, he would deplore the As- 
sembly’s failure to send the matter to 
the presbyteries. Therefore, he moved 
that there be an ad interim committee 
to investigate and that the matter be 
submitted to the presbyteries now. 


B. Frank Hall, St. Louis, told of the 
helpful service of the FC. He urged 
support of the majority report. He said, 
“I am glad laymen are to be in the 
majority on this committee. We 
preachers trust our elders.” 

R. A. Farnsworth, Houston building 
contractor, said the FC “helps our 
church a whole lot. We have seen much 


7 
propaganda. They have bombarded us 
with it from Mississippi. . . . These 


things which have been charged against 
the FC—why, I would like it if we 
could have all these things the FC is 
standing for.”’ 


Dr. Scott, the stated clerk, was asked 
to express his opinion as to the stand- 
ing of the question when submitted to 
the presbyteries. In reply, he said the 
Assembly can do as it wishes about 
such matters; it has done it before; it is 
purely a straw vote. 

R. A. Lapsley said a large number of 
people in the church are ‘‘very unhappy” 
about the FC. He recited the record 
of the church’s relationship to the coun- 
cil since 1933. Unless it is sent to the 
presbyteries, he said, ‘‘many people will 
feel that we have been unfair.” 

At this pdint the question was called 
and the respective chairmen made their 
concluding appeals. Dr. Currie said, 
““You’ve heard only about the fleas on 
the dog and you haven’t heard about 
the fine points of the dog himself.” 
Then, he said, there is no department 
of theology in the FC. . . Evangelism 
is the primary task of the church and 
it is the chief enterprise of the FC. 

Pointing to statements of high 
loyalty and conviction, he said, ‘‘Where 
in the Southern Presbyterian Church 
can you find anything to beat that?” 
He pointed to FC condemnations of 
Communism and of its expressed op- 
position to it. 

Mr. Alexander said, in the theory of 
the separation of church and state to 
which the Southern Presbyterian Church 
has always adhered it is highly 
doubtful whether we have any right to 





Dr. J. R. Cunningham, 
Montreat, N. C. 


high office of moderator. 


Moderator to Moderator 


WESTERN UNION 


Allow me to congratulate you and your church upon your election to the 
Never did the church have such an opportunity as 
it has today. We must give to a world that has lost hope. We must give faith 


to countless millions who have lost faith and who are fleeing to almost any 
ideology that offers them bread and rice. We have a great task before us in 
building Christian homes, in training our young people for Christian citizen- 
ship in getting men of Christian ideals into public office, in fighting such social 
evils as gambling and liquor which are denying the abundant life to thousands 
of people and in implementing the principles of the charter of the United 
Nations and thus laying the foundation for world brotherhood and lasting 
peace. 

Since you and we stand together on ali big issues and since we plan to 
work hand in hand in bringing the love of Christ to suffering humanity, it 
seems tragic that our churches should continue to be separated. To us laymen 
the separation just does not make sense. I am not aware of a single obstacle 
that cannot be overcome by Christian cooperation. We have been singing that 
“In Christ there is no North or South,.in him no East or West.’’ Now let 
us prove to the world that we mean it. May God bless you in the administra- 
tion of your office and be assured of my constant prayers for you and for your 
church and for our greater effectiveness in meeting the staggering challenge 
of this hour. I shall plan to see you soon and to work closely with you. At 
least there will be union between the two moderators. 

WILBUR LAROE, JR., Moderator, 
Presbyterian Church, U. S. A. 
Investment Building, 
Washington, D. C. 
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make any statement on capital, labor, 
and these other matters. Is the 
FC evangelical? See the statements 
which have been made by some of its 
top spokesmen Fosdick 
Oxnam . . which, so far as I have ever 
heard have never been repudiated by 
the FC. 

The Russell substitute asking for the 
ad interim committee and immediate 
submission to the presbyteries was de- 
feated 186-157. Then the minority re- 
port was adopted 179-173. 


Statement Is Revised 


After the Assembly recessed for the af- 
ternoon, F C opponents were approached 
by supporters of the Council and were 
appealed to to have the Assembly strike 
out the introduction to the minority re- 
port as being an unfair presentation to 
the presbyteries and reminding them of 
their insistence that the Plan of Re- 
should be submitted ‘without 
prejudice."". Next morning, Dr. McCallie 
spoke for the minority committee and 
said he had the consent of Dr. Currie 
also, asking for unanimous consent to 
withdraw the opening paragraphs and 
to add the same “without prejudice” 
phrase to the report. Dr. Lapsley, Mr. 
Ward, Mr. Alexander. Dr. Ogden and 
Dr. Richards appealed for unanimous 
consent, which was given 


union 


Other parts of the report dealing with 
the FC, not dealt with until Tuesday 
morning, but reported here to keep the 
context, answered a Nashville overture 


by saying that the FC “cannot and does 
not speak for the Presbyterian Church, 
US, when its leaders or spokesmen make 
statements upon doctrinal matters which 
run counter to the Standards of our 
Churech’’; and on a Knoxville overturd 
on a longer statement of counsel to the 
FC, the majority report had asked ap- 
proval and reference to the Christian 
Relations Committee. F. W. Price 
pointed to various sentences in the state- 
ment which needed more careful word- 
ing, as “We feel that the prin- 
ciples of Jesus Christ applied through 
free enterprise as it is found today in 
our capitalistic system is thoroughly 
scriptural and has received the blessing 
of God.” There was practically unani- 
mous approval in referring the entire 
statement to the Christian Relations 
Committee. 


Church Property Discussion 


Further debate came Tuesday on a 
church property overture from Central 
Mississippi, which asked for what is 
generally called congregational control 
of church property, particularly with 
reference to the proposed Plan of Re- 
union. The majority report recom- 
mended a negative reply to this over- 
ture. One Mississippi minister, in open- 
ing the discussion, told of the Cum- 
berland-USA union and of property diffi- 
culties as he urged an affirmative an- 
swer. Dr. Ogden explained the concur- 
rent declaration in the Plan of Re- 
union as touching church property and 
pointed to the danger of a change in 


the church’s basic law. Judge Ott con- 
tended that since the origin of the 
Southern Presbyterian Church congre- 
gations have had control of their own 
property. “Our churches would be 
greatly disillusioned if they thought a 
presbytery had any control over their 
property,’’ he said. Control by pres- 
bytery is prelatical, he said; the Cen- 
tral Mississippi overture is no change in 
our basic law; it is simply a re-state- 
ment of it. 


Who Controls the Property? 


Dr. Ogden directed a question at 
Judge Ott: ‘‘Under our present law can 
a particular church vote to take its 
property out of the church without the 
approval of the presbytery?” Judge Ott: 
“Yes. It can.” 

R. W. Cousar, Chattanooga, a member 
of the Assembly’s committee on union, 
told of experiences in seeking to get a 
change in church property provisions 
into the Plan of Reunion. ‘‘What is 
here,”’ he said, ‘‘was not granted gladly 
or willingly, but only under pressure. 
Concurrent declaration No. 9 is only a 
tiny fraction of what Dr. Gillespie pro- 
posed. Next year we should go 
ahead and insist that not only must 
we protect the interests of congrega- 
tions, but also of presbyteries and of 
synods. Presbyterians cannot be 
coerced. I believe we've got to 
give a square deal to Presbyterians.”’ 

Dr. Hall said, “Judge Ott has stated 
a very basic principle that this As- 
sembly or some other will have to face: 
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Montreat, N. C., May 29 to June 3. Present and former moderators and the stated clerk are seated in thefront row, center. 








Is the Presbyterian Church an associ- 
ation of particular churches or is it 
Presbyterian? The genius of our 
church lies in its organic unity and in 
its graded courts... .” 

Judge Rose declared, ‘‘We are pass- 
ing on a question of whether we are 
local, independent congregations, or 
Presbyterians. Are we Presby- 
terians governed by presbyters or in- 
dependent?”’ 

Reference For Study 

Dr. Frank Price proposed a substitute 
that the overture be referred to the 
Assembly’s committee. Dr. McCallie of- 
fered a substitute that it be sent to the 
presbyteries along with the Plan of 
Reunion for their study. Judge Ott 
thought this a ‘‘very happy solution.”’ 
James G. Spencer, Fordyce, Ark., said, 
“The laity of the church are disturbed 
over property questions. If we 
are not allowed to get some idea as to 
who will get the property when this 
union takes place we will not go over 
the top with our present campaign for 
Arkansas College.”’ 

Dr. Scott was asked as to the out- 
come when such an amendment was last 
submitted to the presbyteries after ap- 
proval by the Assembly (1937). He 
indicated that 30 presbyteries favored, 
54 disapproved, with a majority vote 
necessary. 

At this time, said Dr. Iverson, the 
situation is different because “the ques- 
tion was not as definitely before us then 
as now. Sometimes it is wise to be 
practical and try to get the voice of the 
whole church on all the controversial 


issues before us—the Federal Council, 
union, and soon. This question of prop- 
erty is just as controversial as the FC 
or union.”’ 

Dr. Currie, in closing the debate, said, 
“There is a statement on church prop- 
erty going down to the presbyteries in 
the Plan of Reunion anyway, so we've 
lost a lot of time in this debate.’’ 

The substitute motion to send the 
amendment to the presbyteries along 
with the Plan of Reunion for study and 
comment prevailed, There was no re- 
eorded division of the vote. 


Committee Has New Name 


The remainder of the Foreign Rela- 
tions report, which, incidentally will be 
called hereafter, ‘“‘The Committee on 
Inter-Church Relations,’”’ caused no de- 
bate. The overture seeking a Southern 
Council of churches was answered 
negatively; the request from Louisville 
endorsing the call of American churches 
to a convocation to explore the possi- 
bilities of greater Protestant unity, was 
answered in the negative ‘since no 
such invitation . has been received 
by this Assembly.”’ 

These matters were carried over to 
Tuesday morning and are_ reported 
above to keep the continuity. Now the 
report of the Assembly turns back to 


MONDAY EVENING 


P. D. Miller, San Antonio, Texas. was 
the featured speaker at the Monday eve- 
ning popular service, W. M. Frampton, 


Jr., Chester, S. C., as chairman of the 
standing committee on Christian Educa- 
tion presided and after Dr. Miller’s ad- 
dress presented his report to the Assem- 
bly. 

Wade H. Boggs, in introducing Dr. 
Miller, told of the tremendous success 
of the Texas educational campaign last 
year with $1,300,000 being raised, and 
of Dr. Miller’s important part in that 
effort. In his talk, Dr. Miller said: 

(1) Our founding fathers were right 
when they began building schools in this 
country. ... They began to build schools 
in order to preserve their ideals and to 
pass them on to their children. ... (2) 
Our generation has been too largely at 
sea on this matter of Christian educa- 
tion. . . . (3) Our need is to evaluate 
anew for our generation the essential 
place of Christian institutions of learn- 
ing for this land. -_There are some 
things that only the Christian school 
can do. ... (4) We must supply the 
pressing needs of these schools and col- 
leges today. .. . When 600,000 Presby- 
terians are persuaded, they have the 
means to make this support certain. 

Mr. Frampton’s report, as adopted by 
the Assembly, urged, among other 
things, that presbyteries “use every pre- 
caution in receiving men as candidates 
for the ministry and recommending 
them to the theological seminaries’’; 
that the synods restudy their work with 
a view to still further strengthening 
their Christian educational program 
“which is the major task of synods’; 
that the Executive Committee of Chris- 
tian Education and Ministerial Relief 
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seek and devise ways and means of add- 
ing to the $3,000,000 prior service fund 
so that retired ministers ... may re- 
ceive more adequate protection; that 
several regional conferences be ar- 
ranged for a thorough explanation of 
the annuity funds and related matters. 
Overtures seeking more adequate re- 
tirement provisions were answered in 
the negative in view of the actions re- 
ported above. 


TUESDAY MORNING 


The last day of the Assembly started 
with a nine-page single-spaced report on 
Stewardship, offered by R. L. Jetton, 
Covington, Tenn. Chief item of interest 
in this report was the Presbyterian Pro- 
gram of Progress which was further en- 
dorsed by the Assembly as previously 
reported here. The beginning of this 
five-year effort was officially designated 
as last April 1. Special emphasis is to 
be given this year to the $4,000,000 
campaign for foreign missions, or as 
much thereof as can be secured. The 
$500,000 for Religious Education is to 
be raised $100,000 a year over and 
above Rally Day offerings at that time; 
Home Missions will seek $300,000 extra 
during its annual season; Foreign Mis- 
sions efforts will be in the usual special 
period. The gifts for Christian Educa- 
tion, Assembly’s Training School and 
Negro Work are being sought through 
increased budget provisions for the five- 
year period with percentages adjusted 
accordingly. 


$150,000 for Student Work 


Overtures from several synods and 
presbyteries seeking $150,000 annually 
for the development of student work in 
colleges and seminaries were answered 
affirmatively and provision was made in 
the budget. 

At the conclusion of the report the 
Assembly stood in testimony of its 
united approval of the program of pro- 
gress and in dedication to its goals. Dr. 
Jetton led in a prayer for its success, 





WANTED: Assistant Dietitian. Young 
woman with training and experience pre- 
ferred. Work begins August fifteenth on 
ten months basis. Mary Baldwin College, 
Staunton, Virginia. 





MITCHELL COLLEGE 
STATESVILLE, N, C. 


A Presbyterian Junior College. Accred- 
ited. Terminal and transfer courses. Lib- 
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following which Harry B. Wade, At- 
lanta, led the period of worship. 

It was a happy birthday for former 
moderator George Summey who was 
recognized by the Assembly on his 94th 
anniversary. Dr. Ogden presented him, 
the Assembly stood in tribute, and he 
replied with vigor and with challenge. 
That night at the Assembly Inn there 
was a birthday cake with everybody 
singing, “Happy Birthday! Dr. Sum- 
mey!”’ 

H. E. Russell presented as the second 
report on Tuesday morning the Re- 
ligious Education and Publication rec- 
ommendations, urging, among other 
items, one outpost for every three 
organized churches as the norm, adop- 
tion by churches of the new John Knox 
Record System, appointment in each 
church of a children’s work counselor, 
a men’s convention in the fall of 1949 
for a potential 10,000 men (though this 
figure was not mentioned in the report). 

Following this came the last part of 
the Foreign Relations report, already 
reported here, 


TUESDAY AFTERNOON 

A resolution by Elder Nat Harrison 
of Greenville, N. C., calling for the send- 
ing of six representatives from each 
presbytery to a summer meeting led by 
the Assembly’s Committee on Coopera- 
tion and Union was defeated. 

Frank W. Price brought the Foreign 
Missions report urging greater support 
of the world mission effort, more ade- 
quately trained missionaries and an ad- 
vance on all fronts. An overture from 
Concord wanted to know why there were 
no Negro missionaries being sent out. 
The reply, indicating that the Foreign 
Missions Committee has no restrictions 
against sending these missionaries but 
considers candidates on the same basis 
as others, prompted J. H. M. Boyce, 
Negro pastor of Houston, to say, “I 
have been trying to answer this ques- 
tion for 40 years. I have been saying, 
Keep on trying; the way will be opened. 
I would like to have a little more con- 
crete answer.”’ Dr. Fulton said present 
difficulties in Africa are occasioned by 
the refusal of the Belgian Government 
to admit Negro missionaries, but, he 
said, requests by Negro candidates for 
service anywhere will be treated just 
as any others, by reference to the for- 
eign field. 

A resolution previously introduced 
from the floor by C. Grier Davis, urging 
investigation of the advisability of open- 
ing new work in West China was an- 
swered by information that the execu- 
tive committee has already requested 
the China Survey Committee to look 
into this possibility. 


Montreat Committee Appointed 


Another widely anticipated report 
was that on the Mountain Retreat As- 
sociation by W. E. Price, Charlotte, N. 
C., elder. This report, adopted unani- 
mously by the Assembly, answered fa- 
vorably almost all the overtures which 
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had been submitted by presbyteries and 
synods, setting up an ad interim com- 
mittee ‘‘to study the whole relationship 
of the Mountain Retreat Association 
and Montreat College to the Assembly” 
with R. A. Lapsley, convenor; Charles 
G. Rose, Neel Y. Pharr, J. R. McCain, 
A. L. Currie, composing the committee. 
Montreat directors are requested to pay 
the expenses of Assembly trustees to 
all meetings and synods are requested 
to pay the expenses of their trustees to 
all meetings It was declared that un- 
der no conditions should the charter of 
the Mountain Retreat Association be 
changed. It was recommended, if prac- 
ticable, that the term of office of trus- 
tees of the Association be limited to two 
three-year periods. 


With genuine enthusiasm for Mon- 
treat and its future, and with a vote 
of confidence in Dr. McGregor and his 
leadership, the Assembly approved a 
$40,000 Assembly appropriation an- 
nually up to a limit of five years for 
the new hotel. The Assembly also au- 
thorized (122-79) an immediate spe- 
cial appeal for $20,000 in order to com- 
plete the dining room of the new hotel. 


In the Montreat discussion, Dr. Mc- 
Gregor was called on for a statement. 
He said the present financial situation 
at Montreat is critical—that $125,000 
had been borrowed; that only $30,000 
to $40,000 in gifts for the new hotel had 
been received. The Assembly’s Stew- 
ardship Committee, he said, had placed 
Montreat as the Number One need on 
the list of the church. Our problems 
are not few, he said, but many of them 
will be removed and some of them will 
remain to plague us. Montreat is here 
to serve the church and we want to do 
what you want us to do with it. 


Home Missions was reported by R. 
A. Lapsley, Jr., Roanoke, Va. Home 
mission churches were encouraged to 
assume more of their pastors’ support 
in order to release home mission funds 
for new work elsewhere; presbyteries 
were urged to establish new churches 
in growing areas; an Assembly-wide ef- 
fort to raise salaries of full-time home 
mission workers to minimum standards: 
$2,400 and manse for ordained mar- 
ried men; $2,100 and manse for or- 
dained unmarried men; $1,500 for un- 
ordained workers; final transfers of 
home mission funds dealing with Negro 
work to the new Negro Work Commit- 
tee. 

James W. Clotfelter, Paris, Ky., in 
the report on the Sabbath recommended 
adoption of the recommendations of 
the permanent committee with only 
slight changes. Some discussion devel- 
oped with reference to the committee’s 
proposed condemnation of the so-called 
World Calendar with endorsement asked 
for the calendar of the Lord’s Day Al- 
liance. Commissioners declared they did 
not know enough about the World Cal- 
endar to oppose it and passed the mat- 
ter on to the permanent committee on 
the Sabbath. Harry L. Bowlby, New 
York, spoke in opposition to the World 
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Calendar and reported the work of 
the Lord’s Day Alliance. 


TUESDAY EVENING 


Decided inroads had been made in the 
attendance of the commissioners as the 
Assembly came to its final, long session 
Tuesday evening. Leslie H. Patterson, 
Rockymount, Va., reported for the 
Evangelism Committee, expressing deep 
gratitude for the seeming rising tide 
of additions to the church during the 
past year, with the largest total of ad- 
ditions in the church’s history. Visita- 
tion evangelism, the report declared, 
“has proven beyond all doubt . . . the 
most fruitful and effective method that 
can be employed.’ Seminaries were 
urged to have required courses on per- 
sonal and mass evangelism and were 
commended for present developments in 
evangelistic training. Evangelism Di- 
rector H. H. Thompson, with Ned Iver- 
son, of Warrington, Fla., and Paul Tu- 
dor Jones, High Point, N. C., told of 
fruitful projects in visitation evangel- 
ism. 

Vast possibilities in the field of radio 
were outlined in the report of the stand- 
ing committee by J. Blanton Belk, Rich- 
mond, Va. New steps were authorized 
in the development of the Religious 
Radio Production Corporation along 
with other denominations and institu- 
tions. New possibilities in the use of 
recorded addresses and film strips were 
outlined. Provisions for the produc- 
tion corporation also make possible the 
erection of adequate facilities—studios, 
etc.—when financially practicable. 


Soviet-American Relations 


A tired Assembly aroused itself in 
the midst of the Christian Relations re- 
port by John W. Melton, Baton Rouge, 
La., for some of the most interesting de- 
bate in the week of meetings. Rou- 
tine answers were given to the over- 
tures—public funds for parochial 
schools disapproved, etc. Some impor- 
tant measures, not able to be studied 
thoroughly by the Assembly, were .re- 
ferred to the permanent committee. 
Then, in the discussion period, R. W. 
Cousar offered an amendment to the 
committee’s report on Soviet-American 
relations. The report called for: (1) 
“Our people to become as fully informed 
as possible about Russia and the Rus- 
sian people (to recognize as) 
primary duties the moral obligation to 
be intelligent and informed”; (2) . 
“urge our people to guard carefully 
what they say about Russia ... ex- 
amine carefully all rumors’’; (3) 
“demand that our country prove its su- 
periority to Russia by the positive prac- 
tice of our Christian principles and the 
constructive extension of our democra- 
tic freedoms.” 

Dr. Cousar urged in place of the first 
two, endorsement by the Assembly of 
(1) A policy of Christian patience and 
firmness as opposed to compromise; (2) 
Endorsement of a program of adequate 
National preparedness; (3) Urge the 
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people to pray for the people of Russia 
and their evangelization. The recom- 
mendations of the committee, while 
good, do not adequately back up the 
policy of the State Department, he said. 
“We should not fail to back up mili- 
tary preparedness. We should do all 
in our power to evangelize Russia if 
and when the way is open.” 


A. B. Montgomery, Jr., Charleston, 
W. Va., expressed sympathy for Dr. 
Cousar’s third point but not with num- 
ber two. As ministers and elders, he 
said, we are out to undergird the spirit- 
ual foundations of our nation. 


P. O. Sartelle, Draper, Va., former 
Army chaplain, said there are some 
things the people ought to wake up to. 
He gave some of his military experi- 
ence and said, ‘‘We are just fools to 
look at other nations increasing their 
military weapons and not prepare our- 
selves.”’ 


11 
Spirit Over Sword 


Dr. Marion, director of Christian 
Relations, pointed out that while the 
danger of espousing pacifism was well 
recognized, the danger at the opposite 
end should also be recognized. Dr. 
Melton, chairman of the standing com- 
mittee and a former Navy chaplain, 
said, ‘‘We do not believe that war with 
Russia is inevitable. This is the time 
in the name of God and of Jesus Christ 
to make a peace in the world . . . to 
hold the tongue from prattle-talk. This 
is the hour for men who know to say 
that the power is in the Spirit and not 
in the sword.” 

C. Newman Faulconer, Waynesboro, 
Va., moved, in view of the implications 
of military conscription which might be 
read into the Cousar recommendation, 
to delete the second point. Dr. Cousar 
declared, ‘‘I have no zeal for militarism 

. hor for universal military training 





The Food Problem in Germany 


By REINHOLD NIEBUHR 





VERY DAY brings more and more 
alarming reports about the food 
situation in Germany. 

Neither our zone nor the British zone 
has been able to keep up the minimum 
rations of 1,500 calories per day. The 
population has become increasingly res- 
tive and the production of German coal 
has fallen once more after it had grad- 
ually been lifted to about fifty per cent 
of the pre-war level of productivity. 

Our concern about this starvation is 
a nice indication of the way we are all 
bound together in this bundle of life 
and how we are forced to bear each 
other’s burdens even if we have no in- 
clination to do so. 

Most of us will remember that im- 
mediately after the war many people in 
both Britain and America wanted to fol- 
low Lord Vansittart’s policy and reduce 
Germany to an agricultural country. 
They felt that Germany would be safe 
only if its industrial power were thus 
curbed. But the whole of Europe de- 
pended to a considerable degree upon 
German industrial products and a good 
part of Europe kept warm with German 
coal. 

The coal of the Ruhr is the life-blood 
of European economy. Every effort to 
raise production to pre-war levels has 
thus far failed, partly because the 
miners with short food rations, lacked 
the stamina to mine the coal, and partly 
because mine machinery had deterio- 
rated and there was not enough steel 
production in Germany to make good 
the losses, Thus self-interest has driven 
the surrounding nations to rethink their 
position upon this subject. 

To such economic considerations new 
political problems were added. It be- 
came obvious that Russia did not now 
desire to unify Germany economically 
because she hoped that continued eco- 


nomic decay would make Germany ripe 
for Communist ideological penetration. 

Germany and France were the key 
points in the ideological contest between 
Russia and the west. Unless one be- 
lieved, as few people in western Europe 
and America do, that it would be ad- 
vantageous to the world to have a Com- 
munist-dominated Europe, it became 
important to solve the German food 
crisis. 

Thus the nations have been driven 
step by step to reconsider the problem 
of a vanquished country. I recently saw 
in Holland just how serious may be the 
debate in the soul of a nation between 
the desire to punish a foe for past mis- 
deeds andthe desire to secure the wel- 
fare of one’s own country in the future. 


The German misdeeds in Holland 
were quite terrible; and the recently 
held trials of Dutch collaborators re- 
minded the Dutch people of these Nazi 
crimes. But on the other hand the port 
of Rotterdam was languishing because 
it was the port of a German hinterland, 
which is now economically prostrate. 

Thus we learn by bitter experience 
what no wisdom of the mind can teach 
us, We learn the measure of our com- 
mon destiny even with a very criminal 
and now vanquished foe. Whatever the 
measure of our vindictive passions, our 
own health is finally involved in the 
spiritual, political, and economic health 
of the foe. 

We are never truly moral if we are 
moral only out of self-interest. But it 
is instructive that we are also prevented 
by self-interest from carrying out our 
most vindictive ideas. Thus does God 
make the wrath of man to praise him 
and thus he contrives to turn our self- 
interest into a measure of community. 


{Copyright 1947, by RNS.) 
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. but if we’re going to say anything 
about Russia, let’s state as clearly as 
possible the mind of Christian America.” 
The Faulconer amendment prevailed 
temporarily 135-76. 


Battle for the Common Man 


Then the real relaxation of the eve- 
ning came when Z. T. Osborne, Darda- 
nelle, Ark., minister and a first-class 
humorist, took to task the last sentence 
of No, 3 of the permanent committee’s 
report on Soviet-American Relations— 
which Dr. Cousar’s amendment would 
have left standing: “We must wage a 
battle for justice and fair dealing for 
the common man in a Christian way no 
less vigorously than Russia now wages 
that battle in its way.’”’ This, said, Mr. 
Osborne, implies that Russia is waging 
a sincere battle for the common man, 
but I have never thought that Russia 
was really waging a battle for the com- 
mon man. Then he proceeded to de- 
scribe how the sentence could be used 
by Soviet propagandists to show that 
the Southern Presbyterians were back- 
ing them up. When his 5-minute limit 
was up the commissioners had nearly 
been rolled in the aisles. 

An Asheville elder read from recent 
press releases which distorted or par- 
tially quoted from the report, indicat- 
ing the possibility of other misinterpre- 
tations. Then Dr. Belk moved the dele- 
tion of the entire section on Soviet- 
American relations which was approved 
practically unanimously. 

Judge Ott of Louisiana then rose to 
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call attention to the ‘‘very delicate mat- 
ter of giving forth deliverances on mat- 
ters that are almost purely political.’’ 
He said he agreed with most of the 
sentiments in the report. The only 
question is that of making such pro- 
nouncements by the church. He then 
read from the report: “The Assembly 
declare(s) its conviction that economic 
isolation is no less fatal to the peace 
of the world than political isolationism, 
and that our nation must consider the 
effect of its total policies (tariffs, trade 
agreements, and the like) upon the wel- 
fare of other nations if world peace is 
to be maintained.” [I have my own 
opinions about these subjects, he said, 
but I will express them to my congress- 
man and Senators. I hope we will be 
careful in giving forth political deliver- 
ances. 

Then the Assembly adopted the report 
with no vocal opposition. 


Minister and His Work 


Another discussion was provoked by 
the report on the Minister and His 
Work, presented by Joe M. Brown, Port 
Arthur, Texas. Discussion came at the 
point of a recommended field director 
to help in the exchange of pastors and 
in supplying vacant churches’ with 
ministers. A. B. Montgomery, Jr., 
favored the plan. Leslie H. Patterson 
opposed, saying: ‘‘I believe the Com- 
mission on the Minister and His Work 
can do a good work, but it is very easy 
for the commission or its chairman to 
be a bishop. I believe it is very easy 
to move any man in our church unless 
he wants to move a good bit higher than 
he is. We can get moves for any man 
who wants to move. It’s easy to get in- 
formation. This plan would be a need- 
less expense and a dangerous experi- 
ment.’”’ 


Bishop—Archbishop 


W. W. Grover, Norfolk, Va., opposed 
the idea: ‘‘When God wants to move me 
from that field he will make it clear.” 
Dr. Ogden pointed out that no time 
limit was imposed on the service of such 
a field director. To do an errective 
work, he said, he would have to be a 
strong man who would exercise large 
influence. If the chairman of the pres- 
byteries’ commissions are tempted to be 
bishops, this man might be tempted to 
be an archbishop. 

Felix B. Gear, chairman of the per- 
manent committee, told that the recom- 
mendation came because of suggestions 
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from the presbyteries. The only way 
now to secure information, he said, is 


through the Committee of the General 


Assembly. 

The Assembly voted to delete the 
recommendation about the field direc- 
tor. 

A definition of ‘‘temporary supply”’ as 
given by the permanent judicial com- 
mittee was referred to the Assembly’s 
Committee on the Minister and His 
Work. 


Negro Work Report 


First report of the Assembly’s Negro 
Work Committee, since its beginning 
April 1, was presented. C. Grier Davis, 
Asheville, N. C., was chairman of the 
standing committee. The recommenda- 
tions as presented by the permanent 
committee and reported earlier in these 
columns were adopted: the Crowe reso- 
lutions were set aside except with refer- 
ence to the possible training of Negro 
candidates for the ministry in the 
church’s present seminaries; trustees of 
Stillman Institute were elected; synods 
and presbyteries were asked to establish 
committees on Negro work. The per- 
manent committee’s chairman, J. Mc- 
Dowell Richards, presented Alex R. 
Batchelor, director of Negro work, who 
spoke a few words of greeting. Then 
the Assembly was led in special prayer 
for the work and for the new director. 


Moderator’s Statement 


Rk. D. Adams, Little Rock, Ark., pre- 
sented the resolutions of thanks. There 
was a motion to adjourn, after which 
Dr. Cunningham, the moderator, said to 
the Assembly: ‘‘You have afforded me 
an opportunity which has been a gen- 
uine spiritual experience. . . . During 
the months ahead [ shall covet your 
prayers. ... Each of us is more respon- 
sible to him whose we are and whom 
we serve than we have ever been before. 

. We have a new vision . . . new 
challenge . . a new sense of need.” 

Then he Jed the closing service of 
worship, climaxing in ‘‘Lead on, O King 
Eternal, the day of march has come,” 
after which he declared the 87th Gen- 
eral Assembly adjourned to meet in the 
First Presbyterian Church, Atlanta, Ga., 
at 7:30 P. M., May 27, 1948. 

It was 11:18 P. M. and the commis- 
sioners were nearly asleep. They were 
glad to be through, to start home, to 
begin to do some of the things they had 
here highly resolved to do for theif 
church and their Lord. 
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The Fall of the Southern Kingdom 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON FOR JUNE 22 


Il Kings 25:1-12. 


In 931 B. C. the magnificent empire 
of David and Solomon was torn in 
twain, The northern tribes followed 
the leadership of Jeroboam and set up 
the kingdom of Israel; the southern 
tribes remained loyal to Rehoboam and 
maintained the kingdom of Judah. Two 
hundred and thirteen years later Israel 
was carried into captivity by the As- 
syrians; Judah, however, continued to 
exist for another 131 years, Finally in 
586 B. C. Jerusalem was destroyed by 
the Babylonians, and the southern king- 
dom also came to a sudden end. It is 
this last event that we are to study at 
the present time. 


It will help us to understand what 
took place if we keep in mind something 
of the political situation. The two domi- 
nant world powers were Egypt in the 
Nile Valley and Babylon in the Euph- 
rates Valley. Judah was a tiny, almost 
insignificant country comparatively, but 
important because it guarded the bridge 
that led from Asia into Africa, from the 
civilization of the Euphrates to the 
civilization of the Nile. The decisive 
battle between Egypt and Babylon for 
the mastery of the world was fought 
at Carchemish in 605. The Baby- 
lonians led by Nebuchadnezzar were 
victorious in this great and important 
battle. Egypt retained her independence 
but Judah and all the surrounding na- 
tions were forced to accept the suze- 
rainty of Babylon and to pay her an- 
nual tribute. 


After a few years, Jehoiakim, the 
king of Judah, disregarding the counsel 
of Jeremiah, rebelled against Nebuchad- 
hezzar, presumably by withholding the 
tribute, Death alone saved him from 
the vengeance of the great Babylonian 
king. His rebellion was expirated by the 
captivity of his son, Jehoiachin, and the 
queen mother, after Jehoiachin had 
reigned only three months. The flower 
of the nation was taken to Babylon with 
them, and Jehoiakim’s brother, Mat- 
taniah, was placed on the throne, his 
hame being changed to Zedekiah, Hight 
years later, 589 B. C., Pharoah-Hophra 
succeeded Psammatichus as king of 
Egypt, and persuaded Zedekiah and his 
princes once again,to throw off the yoke 
of Babylon. Zedekiah’s action appears 
in all the worse light in that he not only 
owed his throne to Nebuchadnezzar, but 
he had solemnly sworn fealty to him. 
For the breach of his oath he was 
sternly denounced by Ezekiel (Ezek. 
17:11-19). Jeremiah also warned him 
of the consequences of his action. In 
588 the Babylonians laid siege to the 


city. Our lesson begins at this point. 


The Capture of the City 


Nebuchadnezzar went about his task 
in very thorough fashion. His forces 
at first spread themselves all over the 
countryside, capturing the lesser cities, 
and laying siege to the stronger for- 
tresses in the South, Lachish and 
Azekah (Jer. 34:7). The Egyptian 
allies of Zedekiah proceeded to march 
against the Babylonians and Nebuchad- 
nezzar temporarily raised the siege of 
Jerusalem in order to meet them with 
his combined armies. The Egyptians 
weakly marched back home again, prob- 
ably without a battle, leaving their 
allies to face Nebuchadnezzer alone. 
Then the siege of Jerusalem began in 
earnest. 


Ezekiel 21:22 gives us a fuller ac- 
count of the means that Nebuchad- 
nezzar employed. He tells us that the 
Babylonians built forts and cast up 
mounds and set up battering rams 
against the gates, The forts of wood 
or stone protected the attackers as they 
pressed the siege closer and _ closer. 
They may have been movable towers, 
from the tops of which arrows could be 
shot against the Jewish soldiers on the 
wall, or combustibles and stones hurled 
into the doomed city. The mounds 
were artificial hills, great piles of earth 
which brought the enemy archers on a 
level with the tops of the city walls. 
From the summits of these mounds 
balls of fire could be thrown into the 
city. The battering rams were heavy 
beams which companies of strong run- 
ners crashed against the gates of the 
city to break them in. 


Jerusalem was very strongly fortified. 
It was protected by a wall, very high 
and tremendously thick, and by a deep 
valley which surrounded it, except on 
the north. Its defences were so strong 
that it was able to hold out for more 
than a year and a half against the 
whole force of the mightiest world 
power of the time. As time went on, 
however, the defenders were weakened 
by the growing scarcity of food and its 
resultant evils. Jeremiah’s Lamenta- 
tions, written probably soon after the 
capture of Jerusalem, is a terribly vivid 
account in exalted poetry of the horrors 
of the siege, and of the famine and re- 
sulting pestilence which finally com- 
pelled the Jews to surrender. Further 
particulars may be gleaned from the 
prophecies of Jeremiah and Ezekiel and 
the history of Josephus, ‘“‘The com- 
plexions of the men grew black with 
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famine (Lam, 4:8; 5:10); their skins 
were shrunk and parched (Lam. 4:8); 
the rich and noble women searched the 
dunghills for scraps of offal (Lam. 
4:5); the children perished for want, or 
were even devoured by their parents 
(Lam. 2:20; 4:3, 4, 10; Ezek. 5:10); 
water was scarce, as well as food, and 
sold for a price (Lam. 5:4); a third 
part of the inhabitants died of the 
famine and the plague which grew out 
of it (Ezek. 5:12).” Day after day, 
month after month, “the Babylonians 
held the wretched, starving, dying city 
in their grasp, ever tightening their 
grip and squeezing the life out of its 
gasping body. Their battering rams 
ever kept pounding against the walls 
and gates, and every day the final awful 
doom drew nearer.” 


At last a breach was made through 
a gate or wall, whereupon the iron- 
faced, stony-hearted host that had so 
long been the terror of the Jews poured 
into their beautiful and holy city. Ac- 
cording to Josephus it was midnight. 
We can imagine the terrible carnage 
that ensued. As the enemy rushed into 
the city from the north, the garrison 
fled to the south, down through the deep 
valley which cut into Jerusalem from 
the southeast, dividing the city into an 
eastern and western section, and re- 
quiring the construction of two parallel 
walls, As the Chaldeans surrounded 
the city the defenders probably slipped 
between two posts under the cover of 
darkness. Once safely through the lines 
they seem to have scattered in all di- 
rections. The king Zedekiah made for 
the Jordan plain, thinking pursuit to 
be more difficult in the mountainous 
region on the east of the river. But he 
was overtaken in the plains of Jericho 
before the river was reached. 


The Destruction of the City, 25:8-12. 


After the capture of Jerusalem, 
Nebuchadnezzar waited almost a month 
before he decided what to do with the 
famous city, the holy city of the Jews. 
At last he decided to destroy it, doubt- 
less thinking it unwise to leave as a 
rallying place for the disaffected, a city 
in so strong a natural position, one 
which had proved its strength by hold- 
ing out against him for a year and a 
half. 

He entrusted the task to Nebuzara- 
dan, the captain of the guard, one of his 
most favored officers. Nebuzaradan 
began by burning the temple, a great 
and splendid edifice, one of the wonders 
of the ancient world. Next he burned 
the king’s house. This building was 
also erected by Solomon and was of 
great magnificence, The building of it 
required thirteen years, while only 
seven years were required for the build- 
ing of the temple. It was next to the 
temple on the temple hill, It contained 
the ‘‘House of the Forest of Lebanon,” 
measuring 150 feet in length and 75 
feet in width, with four rows of great 
cedar pillars; it was an armory and 
treasure house, It contained a splendid 
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reception hall and a gorgeous throne 
room overlaid with gold. There were 
elegant living rooms, courts’ with 
flowers and fountains, and the palace of 
Pharaoh’s daughter. 


Nebuzaradan also burned the great 
houses, that is, the homes of the aris- 
tocracy; probably also many of the 
houses, that is, the homes of the aris- 
in the conflagration. Then he set his 
army to demolishing the walls. In that 
age a city without walls was little better 
than a country village. 

Then came the question of dealing 
with the inhabitants of the city. Four 
classes are mentioned. First those who 
during the siege deserted to the Baby- 
lonians; there seem to have been quite 
a number. Second, the people who re- 
mained in the city, the civilians. Third, 
the residue of the multitude, that is the 
remnants of the army. Fourth, the 
poorest of the land, peasants and 
laborers and serfs. The first three 
classes were transported into the coun- 
try round about Babylon; the last class 
was left in Palestine to till the ground 
and to raise crops to pay off the taxes 
(reparations) that Nebuchadnezzer 
would impose. The poor were allowed 
to remain because “it was inconvenient 
to deport persons who had little or 
nothing. In the Assyrian sculpture we 
see the captives who are carried off, 
generally accompanied by their own 
baggage animals, and taking with them 
a certain amount of their own house- 
hold stuff. Pauper immigrants would 
not have been of any advantage to a 
country.” 


The Looting of the Temple, 25:13-17. 


We can be quite sure that before 
Jerusalem was destroyed it was looted 
of its chief treasures. The house of the 
king and the homes of the aristocracy 
would yield up many things of value 
to the enemy. The writer of II Kings 
was not interested in this loss, however, 
as much as he was in the spoliation of 
the temple. Special mention is made 
of the two great brass (bronze) pillars 
set up in the porch of the temple. They 
were named Jachin (he shall establish) 
and Boaz (in it is strength) and signi- 
fied the permanence and power of 
Jehovah and his temple. They were 
richly decorated and were famous works 
of art made for Solomon by Hiram, the 
Tyrian artificer. They were more than 
forty feet high and so could not be car- 
ried off entire but were broken into sec- 
tions. 

Then there were the bases, or stands, 
for the lavers, which were elaborately 
ornamented with figures of lions, oxen 
and cherubim. Also there was the 
great bronze laver, 15 feet across, which 
stood originally on the backs of twelve 
brass oxen. All of these the Chaldeans 
broke up and carted off as scrap metal, 
to be melted up for arms and imple- 
ments, destroying them as works of arts. 
In addition the conquerors possessed 
themselves of the numerous utensils of 
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the sanctuary, employed in connection 
with the immense number of sacrifices 
formerly offered there daily. In fact, 
everything was taken that the con- 
querors could use. 


Execution of the Nation’s Leaders 


King Zedekiah was carried before 
Nebuchadnezzar at Riblah, a town in the 
north of Palestine, about half-way be- 
tween Damascus and Mount Lebanon. 
It was a strategic point between north 
and south Syria and as Nebuchadnezzar 
was laying siege to Tyre and Jerusalem 
at the same time, he had made his head- 
quarters at this place, midway between 
the two. The king was tried and con- 
victed as a rebel who had broken his 
oath of allegiance. His sons were 
brought forth and slain before his eyes. 
Zedekiah was only 32 years old at the 
time so that his children could not have 
reached maturity. To slay them before 
the father’s eyes was to break down all 
hope of any rightful successor taking 
his throne. Then Zedekiah’s eyes were 
put out. This was a common punish- 
ment in the East and was inflicted 
ordinarily by means of a red hot iron 
rod. Zedekiah was then bound in 
fetters, two thick iron rings united by 
one long link, and carried to Babylon, 
where he was kept in prison till the day 
of his death (Jer. 52:11). 


Signal punishment was also dealt out 
to those who were regarded as ring- 
leaders or as representative persons 
during the rebellion. Seraiah the chief 
priest, Zephaniah, the second priest, and 
the three keepers of the threshold, that 
is the chiefs of the Levites who kept 
watch at the three temple gates, were 
brought before the court which sat at 
Riblah and executed. The same punish- 
ment as that of the temple officials was 
meted out to the royal officers in the 
city, the chamberlain who had charge 
of the troops, five of the king’s counsel- 
lors, and the secretary of the general 
of the army. With these were executed 
sixty of the people of the land, either 
as prominent in the late rebellion or as 
representing the people generally. And 
so the kingdom of Judah came to an 
ignominious end. 


Treatment of a Conquered Enemy 
Today 


The story of the fall of Jerusalem 
paints a vivid picture of the punishment 
meted out to a conquered enemy 500 
years before Christ. It would be well 
worthwhile to set over against this pic- 
ture the treatment meted out to de- 
feated Germany—to discover what dif- 
ference 2,000 years of Christian history 
have made. Babylon sought to destroy 
the war potentiality of Judah, to reduce 
it to a permanently inferior nation, and 
that was the policy approved by the 
United States, Great Britain and Russia 
at Potsdam. The United States is now 
seeking to revise that policy, because 
to reduce Germany to an economic sluin 
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will cost the American people too much, 
and it is difficult to see how democratic 
institutions can develop in a country 
which has no hope for the future. 

We thought, a generation ago, that 
mass deportations were a relic of bar- 
barism. Today millions of men are be- 
ing held in slavery in Russia, Great 
Britain and in France. “Partly by 
agreement among the Big Three, partly 
by the fiat of local tyrants imitating 
their big brothers, more than twenty 
million human beings have, in the space 
of the past two years, been systematic- 
ally uprooted from their ancient and 
rightful homes, despoiled of all their 
belongings—farms, workshops, homes, 
furniture, clothing, foodstocks, books 
and cash—and driven into an utterly 
hopeless future in strange lands they 
had never before seen (the Babylonians 
were a cruel people and they lived five 
hundred years before Christ, but they 
allowed their captives to carry out 
enough of their goods to get a new start 
in a new land; but that isn’t the policy 
being followed in Europe today). 
Families have been separated; commu- 
nities have been torn asunder, men and 
young women have been carried into 
slavery. People of all ages, classes and 
creeds have been maltreated, starved, 
and often crippled in concentration 
camps no _ better than Belsen and 
Buchenwald. Countless numbers, per- 
haps millions, have perished miserably 
along the roads of Eastern Europe. 
These were chiefly the old and the very 
young. 

“This picture is not the product of a 
diseased imagination, These are the 
hard facts, well documented and fully 
attested by hundreds and thousands 
of trustworthy witnesses. ...” One 
wonders: ‘‘Can civilized values, can 
democracy and tolerance grow in such 
an environment? To pose the question 
is to answer it. One thing is sure: 
when people are reduced to such 
wretchedness that they feel they have 
nothing to lose, they are ever ready to 
follow the Pied Piper who tells them 
that they only stand to gain by gather- 
ing around his banners. Will this piper 
this time be nazism? Will it be com- 
munism? Most probably it will be a 
combination of both—the same vicious 
combination that we now see rampant 
in the new Poland, the new Czechoslo- 
vakia, the new Yugoslavia, and in the 
Soviet Union itself.” (Alexander Boeker 
in The Christian Century, April 9, 
1947.) 

Of course there is another side of the 
picture. America is giving material re- 
lief. Church people are giving. And 
church leaders are trying to bring Chris- 
tian principles to bear pon the making 
of the peace. And we must continue so 
to do. What should be the policy of the 
United States in world affairs? What 
is the Christian policy? Is the Chris- 
tian policy the wisest policy? What 
interest should the church take in 
world affairs? These are questions to 
which we must return again and again. 
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The Moon in Scripture 


By KENNETH 


J. FOREMAN 





“The moon, walking in brightness 
~ o See B17 36. 


O MODERN MAN, dashing about 

at night in his steel-topped car, 

his eyes blinded by electric lights, 
the moon hardly shows herself. But 
for men in earlier times, nothing was 
more noticeable than the moon. On 
a spring night it is interesting to recall 
how the Hebrew people thought of the 
moon, and what is said of it in the 
Bible. 

References to it are less often literal 
and prosaic than poetic or symbolic, or 
with some religious suggestion. It is 
mentioned several times as an example 
of God’s power in creation: Genesis 1, 
of course, and Psalms 8:3, 136:9; Jere- 
miah 31:35. A few times it is men- 
tioned as a source of light: Genesis 
1:16, Job 25:5 (perhaps), Isaiah 30:26 
and Rev. 21:23. Only two writers, both 
poets, speak of the beauty of the moon. 
The lover of Canticles 6:10 calls his 
beloved ‘‘fair as the moon” and Job has 
seen the moon “walking in brightness.” 
It appears more often as a measure of 
time, for early man knew months be- 
fore he knew years. The first time the 
moon is mentioned, its usefulness as a 
time-marker is brought out (Gen. 1:- 
16). Psalm 104: 19 speaks of this, and 
the new moon is always the turning- 
point of the month. (Hebrews had a 
lunar or 28-day, not an artificial 30-day 
months like ours.) The day of the new 
moon was a special holy day, ranking 
along with the Sabbath, as passages like 
Isaiah 1:13, II Kings 4:23 and Col. 
2:16 tell us. 

The moon is personified only once, 
and that in Psalm 148 where fire and 
hail and other things living and inani- 
mate alike are bidden to praise the Lord 
Creator. The moon appears as a sym- 
bol of endurance, of permanence, in 
Psalm 72:5, 7, and 89:37, as in Jer. 
31:35, along with the sun. Once (Psalm 
121:6) it is a source of physical dan- 
ger—‘‘the sun shall not smite thee by 
day, nor the moon by night.”” The idea 
has been handed down to us in the 
words ‘“‘moonstruck”’ and ‘‘lunatic,’’ the 
latter originally meaning a person 
stricken by the moon. Once the moon 
figures in a dream, when Joseph sees 
sun and moon and eleven stars bowing 
down to him. Once it appears in a mi- 
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racle, in the battle of Beth-Horon 
(Joshua 10), where Joshua bids both 
sun and moon to stand still. (At least 
that is in our translation; the Hebrew 
word means simply ‘Be silent,” and 
may as well have meant “stop shining”’ 
as “stop moving.’’) 


rT HE PEOPLE near and among 

whom the ancient Hebrews lived 

worshipped the moon, as most 
eastern peoples did. We think of the 
moon as “she,” following the Romans; 
but among the Babylonian and kindred 
people the moon was a god, not a god- 
dess, and the horns of its crescent were 
associated with the horned bull-god. 
Hence moon-worship was often speci- 
fically mentioned in lists of sins against 
which the Hebrews were warned by 
their prophets. Deut. 4:19 lists the 
moon with idols which the Hebrews are 
forbidden to worship, and in Deut. 17:3 
moon-worship is classed as a capital 
crime. Job (31:26) repudiates the ac- 
cusation of moon-worship as a denial 
of God on high. In spite of the pro- 
phets, however, the example of their 
pagan neighbors was too much for the 
impressionable Hebrews, and they wor- 
shipped the moon for a long time. II 
Kings 23:5 and Jer. 8:2 show how 
widespread this custom was, and what 
royal sanction it enjoyed. Jeremiah 
says that kings, princes, priests, pro- 
phets and citizens—a right comprehen- 
sive category!—‘“loved, served, fol- 
lowed, consulted and worshipped” sun, 
moon and stars; and declares this one 
of the great sins for which God will 
punish the nation. 

Among the most striking appearances 
of the moon in Scripture are passages 
where the splendor, or the terrible ma- 
jesty, of God, are symbolized or sug- 
gested by the moon in some way. In 
Hab. 3:11 the moon forgets to move, 
in the presence of the Lord. The sky 
is dark when Egypt falls (Ezek. 32:7) 
and again at the fall of Babylon the 
moon refuses to shine (Isa. 13:10). 
Joel 2:10, 31 and 3:15 refer to a more 
general day of judgment. Peter re- 
fers specifically to these passages from 
Joel in his sermon on the day of Pen- 
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tecost (Acts 2:16-20). The day of 
the Lord of which Joel sang had now 
come, Peter said, yet since the moon 
was still hard rock and not actual blood, 
it is clear that Peter at least did not 
look on these prophesies with a literal 
mind. Elsewhere in the New Testa- 
ment, in the ‘“‘little apocalpyse”’ of Mark 
13 (as in Matt. 24:29 and Luke 21:25) 
the darkened moon and falling stars 
are symbols of the End, the final judg- 
ment of God. In Rev. 6:12 the moon 
becomes as blood in the day when the 
stars fall and the sky is rolled back like 
a scroll. No one with a heart for poe- 
try or a mind for symbolism will com- 
plain of an eloquent prophet’s bad as- 
tronomy! In Rev. 8:12 a third of the 
moon’s light fails. In Rev. 12-1 she 
reappears in the dazzling vision of the 
woman clad in the sun, with the moon 
under her feet, and the twelve stars 
for a crown. 


N TWO NOTABLE VISIONS the moon 
isconspicuous by its absence. In 
two prophetic poems of great power, 
looking down the aeons to the consum- 
mation of all things, first in Isaiah 60: 
19, 20, and also the more familiar Rev. 
21:23, the sun and moon have both 
disappeared and the Lord God is the 
one glorious light of man. And unless 
all our hope is vain, this prophecy must 
literally come true. For long after this 
present earth is no longer habitable by 
man, when the planets all swing cold 
around their dark orbits, when the 
moon can no longer borrow light from 
the perished sun, when we have passed 
far beyond needs we now share with 
earth-bound creatures, plants and 
beasts and insects, our spiritual bodies 
going in and out of a city not made 
with hands, moon and sun will both be 
dead, but we shall not care. For “‘the 
Lord shall be unto thee an everlasting 
light, and thy God thy glory.” 








Your Book Stores 


The Presbyterian Book Stores 
are operated by the Presbyterian 
Committee of Publication as a 
-service to the membership of the 
Presbyterian Church, U. S. Any 
book in print may be secured from 
them. Supplies for church and 
Sunday school are handled by 
them, Correspondence about your 
special needs and interests will be 
welcomed. Free catalogs upon re- 
quest. Profits are devoted to the 
Religious Education program of 
the Church. 
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MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 

A. W. Dick, Spartanburg, S. C., has 
accepted a call to the Second church, 
Memphis. 

John Rhodes, Pisgah Forest, N. C., 
has been called to the Darlington, S. 
C., church. 

A. C. Wyckoff from Danville, Ky., to 
105 York St., Lancaster, Ky. 

James B. MacLeod from Gloucester, 
Va., to Route 2, Sharon Road, Char- 
lotte, N. C. 

Reuben T. Allen, Knoxville, Tenn., 
has accepted a call to the LaFollette, 
Tenn., church. 

T. Frank George, formerly of Mem- 
phis, Tenn., is now pastor at Hender- 
son, Texas. 

Harold O. Bennett, former Methodist 
minister, has been received by Mid- 
Texas Presbytery and has been called to 
Handley, Texas. 

F. E. King, Edinburgh, Texas, will be- 
come pastor at Eldorado, Texas, July 1. 

J. A. McIntyre, former pastor at Sha- 
ron, E. C., is the new executive secre- 
tary of Enoree Presbytery. He will live 
at Woodruff, S. C. 

D. S. McCarty, Roanoke, Va., has be- 
come the executive secretary of Mont- 
gomery Presbytery. 

R. A. Zehmer, who has. been acting 
supply pastor of the Campbell Memo- 
rial church, Vinton, Va., for the past 
four years, has now been licensed to 
preach by Montgomery Presbytery and 
has been ordained and installed as pas- 
tor of the Vinton church. 

W. M. Clark, Midway, Ky., has ac- 
cepted a call to the Thomson, Ga., 
church, effective June 17. 

Thomas E. Hill from St. Paul, Minn., 
to Montreat, N. C., for the summer. 








RETIRED 

John C. Bailey, for 26 years pastor of 
Ebenezer, Hopewell and Tirzah 
churches, and Joseph T. Dendy, long- 
time pastor of the Van Wyck, Fishing 
Creek and Richburg churches, have 
been honorably retired by Bethel Pres- 
bytery. 





Five Assembly Agencies Report 
Receipts for April and May 


Two months receipts from the church, 
as recorded by five Assembly agencies 
are as follows: 

Foreign Missions (Nashville), $146,- 
697; increase, $36,355. 

Home Missions (Atlanta), $43,207; 
increase, $2,529. 

Christian Education and Ministerial 
Relief (Louisville), $24,841; increase, 
$1,696. 

Religious Education and Publication 
(Richmond), $4,956; decrease, $2,939. 

Assembly’s Training School (Rich- 
mond), $7,859; increase, $388. 
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SCHREINER INSTITUTE 


A Military High School and Junior College for Boys. High School and Junior 
College Departments accredited through Southern Association. Owned and con- 
trolled by Southern Presbyterian Church. 

Long Session opens September 15. Reservations now being received. Special 
rates and separate quarters for veterans. For literature and information, write 

THE REGISTRAR, Box U, Kerrville, Texas. 








PEACE COLLEGE 


A junior college for women, with last two years of high school. Also special 
courses in Art, Piano, Voice, Violin, Home Economics, and commercial subjects. 
Applications for 1947-1948 session should be made now. 


For catalogue, write William C. Pressly, President, Peace College, Raleigh, 
North Carolina. 
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DAVIDSON COLLEGE 


Davidson, North Carolina 


HIGH EDUCATIONAL STANDARDS 

STABLE CHRISTIAN INFLUENCES 

R. 0. T. C—PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
John R. Cunningham, President 








PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 


Begin September, January, June or July i 
Standard Freshman and Sophomore Courses leading to A. A. or A. S. Degree Ff 
Preparatory: 10th, 11th, 12th grades. 
Veterans Refresher. 
Two years Business Administration. 
Private Pilot, Commercial. Instructor Rating. 
Aircraft and Engine Mechanics. 
Apartments available for married students. 
Registration fee $5.00 


Box B-4, Maxton, N. C. 


Flight: 
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1776 Hampden-Sydney College 


THE CHRISTIAN COLLEGE STANDS FOR 
A Tradition of Sound Learning 
“riendship Between Students and Faulty 
A Heritage of Great Convictions 


Edgar G. Gammon, President, Hampden-Sydney, Va. 











SOUTHWESTERN 
At Memphis 


TWELVE WEEKES SUMMER SESSION, 1947 


First Term, June 9-July 19 
Second Term, July 21-August 30 
Six semester hours may be obtained at either term or twelve 
semester hours at both. 
For further information write: 


THE REGISTRAR 

















